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The Marrow "T 


ALCHEMY, 


Being an 
Experimental Treaufe, 
i Difcovering 


The fecret and moft hidden Myllery 
OF THE 


Philofophers Elixer. 


Divided into two Parts : 
The firt Containing Four Books chiefly 
Illuftrating the Theory. 
Iheothet Containing Three Books, Eluci- 
dating the Practique of the Art : 
In which, 


| The Art is fo plainly difclofed as never any before 


did for the benefit of young Practitioners, 


And the convincing thofe who are in Errours Laby-iarhi, 


LONDON, 
Printed by 4. M. foriEdw. Brewster attie Signe 
of the Crane i in Pauls Church- -yard 1654. 


To the 
Courteous and Studious 


READER 


Courteous Reader, 
ae Hat moved meto put to publike 
View thele hidden curiofities of 
7L Nature, I fhall inform thee 
briefly, andin it fhall give thee 
an account partly of the Au- 
thour and partly of my felt: Forthe Au- 
thour he was an eye-witnefle of the great fe- 
cret, as he doth teftific of himfelf; northat 
only, but had by gift a portion of that pre- 
cious Jewell fo fought for by many but 
found of few: Which portion although he 
did forthe moft part lofe it in hopes of mul- 
tiplication of it (which he could not attain, . 
being of the white not the Red powder ) yet 
Aa by 


Lj 


by diligent fearch and induftry he attained 
thé preparation of the Philojuphers Mercury, 
and by it tothe preparation of the Elixer of 
the firft order, which is indeed but of {mall 
vertue compared to'what it may be advan- 
cedto; This although it be but {mail profit, 
Yetis it an infinite {atista@ion toa Sonne of 
Art, tofee a Medicine which will ‘tit ge s | 
or cany impérk & mettall into q although 
not exce; ding the proportion of one upon 
an hundred: For my own part, I am one 
who have for many years been one of Gebers 
Cooks, rofting my thrifein vain, untilie was 
my good fortune to be acquainted ‘with this 
Authour, who demontftrativély convinced: 
meof my former errours, and fer me ina 
right path. I found Y fay che errours I had 
beén in in re ying upon the Books of thofe 
Who wrote their bare thoughts, . without 
experience, orelfe were envious and wrote 
knottily.on purpole to entangle the unwary, 
He (bewed me feveral- Tr: Gates written by 
him who gavelhim the powder, hitherto ne. 
ver publifbed:5 Of which the Names ‘wer p 
Ars metallorum Metamorphofeos » Iatroitus a- 
pertus ad ostlafum Regis palatium, Brewis 
mank- 


ehers 


was 
this 
iced 
ina 
had 
hofe 
hout 
"rote 
ary, 
n by 
o ne. 


Vere, 


gs a> 
YÉOÀ 
nani 


manudutius ad Rubinum Calefiem, Fons Che- 
mice Philofophie, Opus Elixeris Aurifiti e 
Argentifici, Brevis via ad vitam lenzam with 
a large Comment upon Ripley bis twelve cates, 
and the Epiflleto King Edwards ANo a Com- 
ment ary 08 Arnalds Ultimum Teflamentum,and 
lafily his Cabala Sapientum, or vAn Expofi- 
tion of the Hierogly phicks of the Magi: Thefe 
Books I confeffe of all that ever I read or 
had feen were the fulleft, plaineft, and moft 
perfpicuous ; With much adoe I obtained 
Copies of them, but no commiffion to fhew 
them toany body: I asked this my Friend 
why he did not caft.in his Calculus into the 
"Treafüry of Philofophers, efpecially feeing 
he had been fo farre fücceffefull, ie told me 
that indced till he had accomplifhed the per- 
fe&ion of the Red, which he hitherto had 
not, he was unwilling to write: I told him 
of the Authour of the Rofary who wrote 
that excellent Book, and yet faith, Hc ego 
vidi in dicbus noftrisufque ad Leonem, Deferipfi 
autem ad. complementum licet nen viderim, at 
laft he was per(waded by me to write this 
Treatife, which he performed in feaven 
Books, and another in Latine, entituled. 

A3 Breve 


Breve manudactorium ad Campum Sophia, | 


which concerns chiefly Paracelfus liquor 
<Alchahei# , in which he clearly , plainly, 
and fully (hews the difference between it 
and the Mercury of the Philofophers: And | 
laftly, a Treatife called Elenchus errorum 
in Arte Chemica deviantium, which indeed | 
is fo plain, fo full, and-{o convincing a 
Book, that more cannot be defired: By 
thefe and the fore-mentioned Books, 1 {oon 
attained the myftery of the Mercury, and 
by it the firft W hiteneffe, and hope ere 
long to fee the Redaeffe, in which the Au- 
thour would not inflru& me, being by 
Soleran Vow obliged to the contrary, nei- 
ther to effe& it himfelf, nor teach others 
for füch a number of years, on which 
Condition he received that from a Ma: 
fier, which (having the Mercury ) he 
might elfe have received from God by in- 
duftry; At laft 1 had liberty of him to 
communicate thefe Manufcripts with fome | 
Friends, whom I heartily pitied, to fee in 
what a flate they were they-were through 
the mifleading of divers Sophifticall Au- 
thours and Receipts, who coveting the 
Copies 
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~ Copies, did fo wearily entreat- me , thag 
from the time I firft began to communi- 
cate them, I could never keep them at 
home; whereupon partly, and partly by 
the earneft perfwafion of {uch who wanted 
cAriadnes threed in the Labyrinth of Al- 
chemy, but chiefly aiming at the glory of 
God in it, I did by much entreaty at laft 
prevail with my Friend, from whom I had 
them (ifI would ) to make them publike, 
that others ( whom God hath eleéed to 
fo great a mercy) may reap the fruit by 
thera that I cannot but with much thank- 
fulneffe to God acknowledge my felf to 
have received, who have at leaft feen an 
ocular demonftration of the truth in my 
own work (although I have not yet perfect- 
edthe maftery) which will recompence my 
ains, travell, and charge in fearch, as the 
firft doth fatisfie my minde and judgement ; 
For verily my work did not exceed the ver- 
tue ofone upon 36. which advifing with my - 
Friend I had a fatisfa&ory Reafon, namely, 
that the white being not the utmoft period, 
the work in the fire will move beyond it, and 
itis not eafieto difcern (but by long and oft 
A4 expe- 


experience) when itis come juft to che height 
of the whiteneffe, for beforeit comesto that 
paffeit will look very glorious, that a man 
would fay, this is the higheft white, and yet 
itis not; fo that if taken a little too foon, ot 
let ftand a little too long, it doth not tinge 
what it would do if taken jaftin time. It 
would require a large Treatife to tell you 
what fcruples have caufed me to ftumble be- 
tween the white and the red now twice, 
which I hope in not: any trials. to amends 
buttina word, itis my.errourin {mt bition, 
Cibation,. and Fermentation,, in which my 
Friend will not help me, but bach rather pue 
me out, which.I confidehe doth, nor toren- 
vy, but indcruple of his Vow, for my fuccefs 
fhould be «qual co his i£ he thould effect it 
himfelf, yethe tels me, that he doth truly 
inftract me(per ambages) which amar ^s 1 not] 
underftanding have twice conclüded wrong 
to the non-plis of my skill and ruine. of my 
work. I might here make a large difcourfe of 
the Adiptiand their Elies, but thall referthe| 
RaadertotheT reatifes fore. mentioned. being 
unwilling my felf to fly to writing before my| 
wings be fledged with more experience, 
Thefe 


eight "Ehefe'Treatifes, Reader, thou {halt have is 
tha order, I began with this firft,of which I wold 
man only fend out the firft part at prefent,that Ar- 
dye tikts may Ex Ungue Leonem. "The fecond part 
n,o iswholly practical, which I keep by me till I 
tinge fee how the firk will be accepted ; Ifit be as 
e. It courteoufly accepted as it.was candidly pend, 
lyor expeétthe others fhortly. And] am follici- 
lebe. ting foran Elenchus Autorum potiffamorum in 
wice ArieChemica, with a Clavis Chemicato open 
ad: their Cabinets, chat fo Students may have a 
cenfüre of the true and more perfpicuousAu- 
thors from a Sonne of Art, and fo need not 
reade in their Tyrociny {uch Labyrinthian 
Authors who either through grofs ignorance 
pr pare envy mifleade che unwary. Faréwel, 
and if thou getgood by thefelines, let him 
have thy well-withesin his operations, who 
is fo ftudious torferve thee in thine, 


wrong 


of m) Anonymus Philochemicus, 
irfe 0 

fer tht Anagrammatizomenos, 
being 

re mj 


Egregius Chrifto, 


rience, 
Thel 


SAE IIIA dos 
Programma, 


Nveni, accepi, purgavi, pondere jufto 

I Compefui,inclufi fatum, debitoque calore 
Fovi, Expectavt, frena hacquein tempore vidi, 
Mox amplexa virum mulier, fia membra repenti 
Ietu disjunxit, fic funs facta omnia pulvi. 
Obfcuro tincfus fua membra divempta calore 
Targidus Exudat, volita!que per Aéra fumus, 
Qui Conden[atus generat nigredine Corvum, 
Sape fluit liquidus necnon dure(cit, & omnes 
Induit in toto quotquot funt orbe colores 

Hunc putrem alperfi Lymphato vore, lavanda, | 
Dum color albefiens vifus mag is Enfe corufcans, 
Candwit ad vices feptem, lapis hic Parady/i, 

In Lunam tingens impurins omne metalluns, 
Non tamen hic finis non bac mea metalaborum + 
Invictus pergo, debitum retinendo Calorem. 
Sangninens quoadu(que color, cum Sole metalla 
Infimafex equans "verabec tinctura Sophorum. 


Soli Deo Gloria. 
The 


S 
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The Introduction. 


The Firft Book. 


sxe Allas T here invoke thee to my aid, 
[ To feade in lofty ftrains my Ruftick 


uill; 
Nymphs of the Mufes, letit now be 
faid, 
That to your Lovers you repay good will, 
Aflift me jointly Phabus with thy raies, 
Appear. now as thou didft in Hermes daies. 


2 Thou alfo who by hidden Centrall heat, 
Doft in the Barth metalline bodies bake 
By long decection, Thou who haft thy Seat 
In Kingdomes three, do thou likewife awake: 
Gentle Minerva, do not now difdain, 
To me thy fecret workings to explain. 


3 Thereis a fübítance Homogeneall, 
Which object lies unto the vulgar view, 
Whence are produced bodies mineral, 
For it of them is th’only matter true ; 
This fubftance altred is by long dgeftion, 
To fundry kindes which differ in perfection. 
4 Likewife:, 


ee 


(2) 
4 Likewife an art there is which moft admire, 
But few beleeve, he’s rare who doth it know, 
That fixeth mettals Which would fly the fire, 
And makes them tó abide all blafts that blow; 
This tranfinutation is (as Sages told) 
Of five to filver, fix to perfect Gold. 


$ Itisa wonder that of Copper bafe, 

Tin, Lead, or Iron, fhonld by Art be made, 

(In fhorter time then halfan hours fpace) 

Moft perfect filver whicli will never fade ; 
Such is the vertue of this ftone divine, 
Nor only this, but to make gold moft fine. 


6 Idoubt pot but you gladly news would hear 

Of thisrare Att, whofe vertue is fo ftrange, 

Yet may not every one to whom "tisdear 

This Science reach, and able be to change 
Imperfect mettals from ftate of Corruption’, 
And free the fick from danger of deftru@ion. 


7 Since then all to this Art have not aright, 
But fuch alone whom God above doth choofe 
Are heirs thereto, the reft for want of light 
May grope fo long themfelves until they lofe, 
Thetefore moft learned men this Art deride, 
And all its fearchers they feverely chide, 


8 Yet know for all thatitis farely true, 
its principles on Nature do depend, 


et LPS 


(3) 

Yea though its Carpers many be, and few 

Are found who dare ftand up it to defend ; 
This Science ne'retheleffe fhall ftill remain 
Immoveable, which no reproach can ftain. 


9 What though fome varlets of this Art do boaft; V 
Who know therein no more then doth an Ape? 
They fwear, they fwagger, as they rul'd theroalt, 
Alluring fuch who after wealth'do gape, 
To truf their oaths and lies, and to disburfe 
Upon their skill what ere they have in purfel z 


10 And when from them their moneys they have 
In fine it provestheir Artis but a cheat, (got; 
For what they vaunted, wretches! they have not, 
"Their Skill is founded upon errors Seat ; 

Then are their greedy Creditors afham'd, 

And curfe their craft,yet both are to be blam'd: 


11 The one, fith what chey know not they pretend; 
And fo deceive the hafty credulous'; 
The other who fo ready is to {pend 
His goods upon pretences fabulous : 
Let all beware henceforth left that they cufh 
To lofe a bird in hand for two i'th buf. 


12 Butyet for all this may we not conclude; 
Becaufe of falfe men that the Art isnot + 
Though Lawyers do their Clients oft delude; 
The Law is juft and free from ftain or blot ;.- 
So 


(4) 
Sois this Science, let the offenders bear 
Deferved blame, the Art it felf is clear, 


13 Firft then I fhall by Reafons very plain, 
And alfo by examples make appear, 
Againft oppofers who this skill difdain, 
That it on nature grounded is, no fear : 
- When thisis prov'd the hardeft work is done, 
The means it to attain you’l finde anon, 


14. Fie on fuch Judges rafh who will condemn 

That which they know not, nor yer can difcern ; 

Shall colours cenfur'd be by fightleffe men 2 

Or thofe of learning judge who ne’re did learn? 
*Tis true, ftill was, and ever will be found, 
Save fools, Art hath no foes upon the ground. 


15 We fay then and affirm, that Alchemy, 

Its Bafis hath fo near on Nature laid, 

Thatit is noc the proudeft Enemy, 

Of its defence fhall make me once afraid : 
Andere] leave Ple make it evidenr, 
To men of Reafon by found Argument. 


16 And fitt it’s no fmall evidence to us, 

That many witneffes of it are found, 

Ofcredit good, who if it were not thus, 

Mutt all b'adjudged falfe, nor isit found 
Tocenfure thofe who have the Art affirm'd, 
As falfe, that fo they may be ol 

17 For 
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17 For by thisrule there is not any thing 

May Credence gain but what our felves do know, 

This would the world into confufion bring, 

From füch a root in confequence would grow : 
They who fo hard are to beleeve would think 
Full ill, if they of the fame cup fhould drink. 


18 Methinksif Ia thirig affirm'd fhould reade 
Or hear from one, againft whom there doth lié 
No juft exception, twere a fhameful deed, 
To tax thetruth of what I hear, for why ? 
If I would credit finde, fhould I not truft e 
Do as thou wouldft be done by, this is juft. 


19 But more then this, we have not only here 
Two or three Witneffes and blameleffe men, 
As to the point which makes ones word to bear 
Weight of belief, but alfo from the pen 
Of many hundreds is the thing affirm’d, 
And daily is by many more confirm'd. 


20 All Ages, Countreys, Nations eke afford 

Us ftore of teftimonies, men of worth 

For skill and learning, fo that their bare word 

Might feem enough this truth for to hold forth, 
But yet befides with folemn vows they have 
Afferted it when going to the grave. 


21 So thatthe Word and Oath of honet men ~~ 
And fuch who have been noble for renown, s | 
3 Whilft | 


(6) 
Whil’ft living, yea, and after, even then, 
Whento the earth they were juít gosg down; 
Ifit prove nothing I am much forgot, 
A true mans dying words are doubted not. 


22 For can we dream fuch perfons as they were, 

Who with moft facred Proteftations did 

This Atc affirm; fo greata blot would bear 

For ever, as tobe when death bad hid 
TTheir'eyes, reputed for deceitful men, 
Beguiling honelt-Scudents with their pen, 


23 Of thofe who of. chis Art do beara Name, 
Firft Noble Hermes comes upon the Stage, 
A Royal Prince and of. deferved Fame, 
His Peer was not afforded in his Age: 
He Alchemy renown'd as he was able, 
Comprifing ‘cin his brief Smaragdine Table : 


24 In which whoever lieth for to reade, 

Shall finde it true and free from any lye, 

That things above a $ymphony.did leade 

With chofe things feated underneath the sky, 
From whence:proceederh adaptation ftrange, 
Of One thing marvellous ; I need nor rarge 


25. Through other of his writings, which do all 

But Eccho to the truth which there is couched, 

A word fufficeth wife men, he that fhall: 

Take pains his works.to reade,: let be avouched, 
That 


© 


by hy BD 


ere, 


ime; 
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o all 
ed, 


ed; 
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That he fhail finde fufficient evidence 
To clear the thing from found experience. 


26 Geber and Haly with calid ancient Kings 
Atteftants are with many others moe, 
Whofe namesa Book would fill, the world it rings 
With teftimonies of them, fo that no 

Pretence may be the Art for to deny, 
Except one will hefe Authours vilifie. 


27 Bernard of Trefne Marqueffe, great in skill, 
A modern writer, doth avow the fame, 
Who ater Errours long, of meer goou-will 
A Treatife wrote, both Sophifters to blame, 
And alfo Searchers deviant to leade, —. (tread. 
-Twere ftrangeit he condenined paths fbould 
28 The Noble Polack Authour of New light, 
Flemmel alfo of worthy memory, 
Efpaguet likewife, thefe with all.cheir might 
Do grace the fecret Art of Alchemy. 
To whom thefe named Authors wont füffice, 
Say what he lift he is more nice then wife. 


29 Admit] for a thing no ground can fee, 

"Twere folly in me ftraight for to conclude 

The negative, fince many things there be 

In which T have no skill, there's none that’s rude 
In any thing, but icto him appears 


1rapoffible, which yer its Realon bears: : 
B 30 And 


30 And what I cannot with my wit perceive, 

Becaafe they are removed from my Sphear, 

Another knows, then fhall I notbeleeve 

A knowing man, nor deign to give an ear, 
Becaufe his words-are quite above my reach, 
Becaufe I cannot learn can he.not teach? 


31 Moreover divers who did not pretend, 

Unto this Art, have yet covinced been, 

Of its undoubted truth, and to defend 

Itfrom afperfions on the Stage are feen; 
Learn’d Hoghland if you lift for to perufe, 
Y ou need not fear left he fhould you abufe. 


32 For why? the difficulties he relates 

Of Alchemy, and from it all diffwades, 

For which end he recounteth his fad faces, 

Advifing mento choofe pro‘effed Trades, 
And it forfake, fince*tis fo hard to finde, 
Yet it co blalt he was not fo unkinde. 


33 Brave Helmonts Teflimony I might cite, 
To whom prefented was a portion finall 
Of the Red powder, which was of the might 
For ro tranfmute, to bide the trials all 
Of perfect gold, Unconftant Mercury, 
Full nineteen thoufand times its quantity. 


24 Old Anfëlm here I on the Stage might bring, 
Of this fame Art an utter Enemy, 
Con: 


> 
ife. 


bring, 


Cot 
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Convinced firft and brought to wondering, 
By an Experiment which himfelf did try, 
Of a {mall powder in an Old Book found, 


Whichtinged Argent vive to gold moft found. 


35 At which amaz'd the thing he did relate 

Unto a Goldfmith his intire friend, 

Whom to confirin after he told his fate, 

That which remained he did freely fpead, 
And thus a double witnelfe was created, 
Of whom one formerly the Art had hated. 


36 Yet all(perhaps)thefe teftimonies clear; 

Not fcarce the tithe of what we could produce 

Will ferve a Caviller, who will not fear 

For to reproach, where wifedom might induce 
His judgement to fufpect and nor to throw 


Standal on what i’th’leaft he doth not know: 


37 Wetherefore the Ingenious to ferve 

In what'we may, fhall prove by reafons firm, 

That th’ Art is poflible,though many fwerve 

In feeking it, the truth that doth not harm, 
Let them look to it who the work begin, 
How they proceed if ere they mean to win. 


38 For a firft ground 1 hope you underftand, 
The qualitiés of that which we would finde, 
Elfe you're unfit fach things to take in hand, 


Unleffe you know how kinde produceth kinde: 


Boz 


This 


(1o ) 
This God hath fet to Nature for a Law, "draw. | 
That from its like each thing its form fhould 


39 T'encreafe and multiply he did command 

All Herbs and Trees, all birds and forts of beafts, 

The Fifhes eke,and men who underftand 

What Reafon to them from his works fuggefts, 
Yet all in kinde their own kinde muft encreafe, 
By propaga'ion which fhall never ceafe. 


40 This propagation for to bring about 
Each thing he bleft with vertue feminal, 

N bich Herbs and Trees into the Air br ing g out 
2 hidden lies in the Reins 


Tbe only queftion which is now to prove, 
Is, if that Minerals from God above 


als 


41 Were bleffed with a feed to multiply, 

And ro encreafe their kinde like other things; 
This once if clear’d no fcruple then can lie, 
But that the vertue feminal which brings 


All things to light;it fel£ may multiply, 
In mettals; as in nall things under sky, 


42 This for to clear to the Ingennous, 

The generation I fhall here relate 

OF Metals, which by Sulphur unctuous 

Engendred are which doth coagulate, 
And fixa fluent moifture mineral 


Which Mercury Philofophers do call. 


43 This| 


Ast ee 
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43 This Mercury a dry humidity 
Is, which doth Aow, yet wetteth notthehand, 4$. 
In ita mighty force doth hidden lie, 
Th’atcempts of Artifts it can well withftand, 
Difdaining to be fever'd by the fire, 
Its parts fo firmly knit {corn to retire, .. 


44 Of water it the progeny is known, 
Yet water it doth far in weight exceed, 
Therefore apidden vertue we mult own, 
Whence fuch a condenfation fhould proceed, 
This vertue is the feedin nature plac’c 
By Godalone, and never yet defac’t. 


45 For can one be fo ftupid as to think 
That water of its own accord fhould caufe, 
Within it felf fo great a change, and link 
Sulphur and Mercury with fo firm Laws, 
Its own dimenfions to penetrate, 
So many times a metall to create. 


46 No there muft be an inward agent granted 
Elfe would a thing unchanged ftill remain, 
This Agent is the form that water wanted, 
While it its proper nature did retain ; 
This form is light the fource of Central heat, 
Which cloth’d with matter doth a feed beget. ' 


47 The Seed no fooner is produc’t, but foon 
Affays to bring the matter to.a change, 
Basi: On 


(12) 
Oni it ftamps its CharaGer, which done, 
The matter lives,and that which may feem ftrange, 
Co-worketh with the Form t’attain the end, 
To which the feed implanted doth intend. 


48 Nor may this feem a fable to the wife, 
For all things live according to their kindes, 
Their life is light which in them hidden lies, 
Difcerned by the eyes of foaring mindes ; 
To them difcovered is true Natures*Mlap, 
By whom produced nothing is by hap. 


49 No, the her fecret Agent doth poffeffe, 

Which in the Univerfe is only one, 

But is diftin& through fpecies rumberleffe 

According to their feeds, which God alone 
In the beginning did produce, and then h 
Set them their Law found out by mental men. < 


"4o The feed is then the mean that doth unite 
The form unto its matter, and doth raife 
Anappetitei'th patient, and invite 
The active vertne toits work, and laies 

This Law on all tts actions, that it (half 
Toits own end direc its motions alf. 


51 The end attained once, this life is bid, 
And hedged in with fenfes corporal), 
Where it preferves its body, tut dorh bid 
Adieu to future working, till it fhall 


Revived 


= exp ejt 
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Revived be, and ferment new receive, 
hal New operations in*t then you’! perceive. 
? 
52 It therefore is an erroür very great, 
To think eatife metals are fo firmly knit 
Their ptinciplestogether, thatthe feat 
Wherein their feed refides is fo up fhit, 
That by the eye it cannot be difcern'd, 
Therefore it isnot, No nan thatis learn'd 


53 Can fuch conclufion make ; For why tis plain, 
All things in Natures Kingdomes which are found 
‘A hidden fpirit in them do contain, 
In which Cceleftiall qualities abound, 

The hider is a body vifible, 

The hidden but a fpirit invifible. 


en:i e4 YetConcretes all in Kingdoms three do dwell, 
Of which the animal and vegetable 
Enclos'd are with a leffe eriduring fhell, 
| Them to defend from change which is not able, 
They daily therefore move from ftate to ftate, 
Until a new form doth the old abate. 


$$ But in the Kingdom mineral there are 
Bodies of fuch a perfect compofition, 
Tharthey the wafting dames know to out.dare, 
Nor all confuming time from their condition 
May change them, for th'are hemogeneal, 
: In matter and inform, and therefore fhall 
vived B 4 56 Change- 


(14) 

56 Changelefie abide in their integrity; 

If notrefolv’d by Agent prevalent 

To their component ‘principles which lie 

Clofely contain'd, fo clofe; that their intent 
Many do lofe who feek them to untie, 
And yet their Art cannot afcend fo high. | 


57 Tbe meaneft metall, Lead, although füblim'd | 

'To vapour, and this work though oft repeated; | : 

Or though to Litharge mrn’d, orelfecalcin'd — | 

To Certe; ugar, or Glaffe, yet defeated | 
Shall be his p pains, who thinks "cis then unti'de; | 
For notwithttandiag Lead it doth abide, 


58 And may byeafie Art and {oon be bronght, 

Its former fhape again to re-affume, | 

Such labours to this end availech nought; | 
| 
| 
| 


If Lead then be fo firm, we may. prefume 
More perfect metalsare more pet manent, 
PT ^ durs nm $ 
And more delude fond Artis weak intént. 


5 Conclude we thes and that on certain gronnd| 


uU 
Thatmetals do potlefle metalline feed | 


‘hich though retired far may yet be found, 
füch who featch the right way for'to fpeed ; 
Elie couid they not engendred be, nor kepr, 
Yithide their Beg; o£: Seed alone th "effect, 


SEN ue ee. 


£o Bue now the place wherein irdoth abide, 
May Ee of uie xo let y ou underitand, | 
Since 


2B cd 


(15) A 
Since it fo fecretlyitfelf doth hide, 
Nor open lies unto each fearchers hand ; : 2 
The feat is water homogeneal, e 
nt Even asit is in other Concretes all, 


h. 61 For feed the vital fpiritis which doth, 
1n water only of its kinde remain, 

iblim’{ , Ic lives when water lives, and fhow’th 
ated). Initan active force, when this is {lain 
in'd By over-pow'ring might of congelation, 
Ic lies perdue, paflive in Contemplation. 
unti'dr 
62 Yetthough fuppreft, its lifeis not extinct, 
But may by Art be quickened again, 
And to new morion ttirred up, and linkt 
Unto a fübftance new that may contain 

Such vertue in a parcell very fmall 

As may tranfcend its Concrete minerall. 


, 


onght, 


nt, 

int. 63 For why, the life it felf feeks to encreafe, if 
Where e’re its freed from its imprifoned thrall, ^ 

gron Much like to fire which kindled doth not ceafe 


Itfelf to multiply, nor ever fhall 

ind, Anend be found of its encreafing might, 

peed: if fed with fuell new, fince it of light 

kept. 

ub 64The.of-springis from whence all form doth flow «€? 
Ard from it feed doth its beginning take, 

ide, Whote nature is til more and more tó grow, } 


Nor of encreafing any end will make, T 
Sin So 


————— MH AIT 


ji | 

1 (a 16 ) H 
So long as matter new is ftill fuppli'd, l6 
Which ceafing ftraight, this life it felf doth hide, F 
ie 


65 But why it is fo rare a thing to fee, [A 
In bodies meralline this wondrous might, 
Which vegetables all poffeffe, that he 
Which it denies, is blinde, alfo the fight 
Can reach to fee this Seed in Animals, 7 


Which yet moft fecret is in Minerals. ‘ee 3 
[i 
66 The Reafonis for that the former kindes T 
Both.vegetall and animall are made 
Of parts diffimilar, there és withall 
Of principles unlikeneffe, which to fade 
Are all inclin'd, and oft their old form lofe, 7 
Nor long enjoy the new which late they chofe. 4 
i 
67 But metals and metalline bodies all, [Fr 


Engendred are from a moft ftable root, 
This root is Mercury, whofe bulk though fmall 
Is wondrous weighty, neither hand nor foot, 


Or head or eye in tt is there diftin&t, 72 
But itsintirely one to Sulphur linkt. | i: 
Aniti LAGENE I T i) 
, 68 Which Sulphur is not vulgar, but indeed ps 
linto:the Mercury's effentiall, | 
Each doth the other hold, and each do need B 
Of either help and yertue mutuall, | 
Thefe are conjoyned fo that no force can 7 
Them fever, for that Art is hid fróm man. G 


69 There- 


(17) 
6 9 Therefore becaufe the Atome leaft of gold 
‘hide, Is gold,and hath of it the form intire, 
jts Elements together fe do hold, 
And all its parts fo firmly do confpire, 
The feed of it is therefore by no Art, 
From its own body to be made to part. 


o So then its feed in truth is nothing elfe 

But its own water, which in fetters lies 

So chain'd within its center where it dwels 
thin its cen 


71 But now of Seed my Mufe is brought to fing 
hofe. J fhall its vertne heavenly declare, 
From which doth rife on earth each being ching, 
From which all concretes eke engendred are ; 
’Tis Natures darling, Heavens Progeny, 
jall Framed by God all things to multiply. 


^ 


72 In bodies all itis, yer corporall 
*Tis not, it worketh vifibly, yet is 
Invifible, ic freely acts, vet all 


d Its operations are enforc’c to this, 
That out of kinde nothing engender may, 
1 For God and Nature never go aftray. 


73 Sother althopgh I faid that Med 
Golds water wasits feed, yet underftan 
There: My 


$18) 

My meaning not to confter literally, 

Which isan errour, but on th'other hand, 
Know that this Mercury the feed is nam’d 
Becaufe in it *tis next of all contain'd. 


* 


74. So then the body is the waters neft 
Tn which it doth refide, the water eke 
The Spirits habitacle, where doth reft | 
This heavenly off-spring which fo many feek, | 
Yet finde it nor, becaufe they mif-conceive | 
Their work,and therfore do themfelves deceive, | 


A e M‘ 


75 Behold a man who in his reins contains, ] 
OF mankinde the true matter mafeuline, \ 
Whic! ctin matrix due, in time attains 7 
The Parents form, which by a foul divine 
Compleated is into a perfect man, 
In time his likeneffe propagate which can. 


725 This feed or fperm which to the outward eye 
Is vifible, is not the vital! fire, 
Burthat a fpirit is; which co defery 
A mental man Natures light doth infpire, 
For fenfe doch teach tlie fubftance foon may lofe 
The life which it to motion’ did difpofe. 


RS eS 


E 
77 Behold an Egge which when the Sun retutns, |- 
In Spring the hen doth lay, how it by heat, 
From thing to ching by conftant motion turns, 
Of it tili time achicken doth beget, 
Yet 


(19) 
Yet fhake this Egge till you the matter heár 
n Within to jog, “twill not hatch in a year. 


78 Obferve a Sced which growing things do beat, 
And which within the earth a life receives, 
To fpring and grow, its branches far and near 
Spreading, which are adorn’d with pleafant leaves, 
5 And yet this feed if in an Oven heated, 
ve Its vegetative vertue is defeated, 
eceive 
79 So then by thefe examples ít.appeats, 
i The fubftance or the {perm is not the feed, 
Which is indeed a life of light, which bears 
The nature, which the Heavens only feed, 
It ads in bodies as they are difpos'd, 
Which difpofition n'is to fools difclos’d. 


8o For as an Egge on which a ben hath fate 
Leye Some daies, if {uffred to wax through cold, 
Becomes incapable to generate 
A chick, but putrifies, whence to be bold 
You may, that feed of matter, ne of weight 
ayloh  Partakes, whofe death of neither doth abate: 


81 Orif you rather lift it for to name, 
turns, Of Concrete things the vertue feminall, 
Which in each Kingdom doth its likeneffe frame 
ns, In matter due difpos'd, and therewithall 
Doth in the Compound daily motions caufe, 
Ya All which are bounded by their proper Laws. 
$2 Theres Ye 


, A centrall fire ftir up, which being los'd, 


(30) 
82 Therefore a matter duly fitted, then 


According unto nature we)l difpos'd, 
And govern'd rightly, doth from fecret den 


Unceffantly its task doch never ceafe | 
Unleffe fome errour Nature doth difpleate. ^ | / 


V 
$3 And thus no doubt I have made to appeat | 
That Alchemy is not a feigned Art | 
But reali, which its grounds hath firm, that bear | 
Therbíelves on Nature, of which but a part 2 

I have product and thofe more génerall, : 

I 


In due place other Reafons finde you thal! 


The End of the Firft Book. 


(20) 
THE SECOND BOOK. 


1^T^He Noble Art of fecret Alchemy, 
We undertaken have to vindicate, 
And have defi'd the ftouteft enemy, 
With reafon it for to calumniate, 
And for this caufe we have by argument, 
To prove its poflibility our forces bent. 


2 Its witneffes almoft innumerable 

Of fuch who Artifts were, and not a few, 

Who to attain the skill were. never able, 

Have by the eye convinc't been that its true, 
And not as fome rafh cenforsit efteem, 
Who groundlefly it for a fancy deem. 


3 And for that Argument doth moft convince, 
Which from experience for proof is brought, 
I by the fame this truth can well evince 
Unto my felf, for itis pot bare thought, 
But witneffe of che eye doth me engage, 
Which to deny is nothing elfe then rage. 


4 ‘An Artift once I faid, I knew him well, 
And oft and long with him I did converfe, 


y Hein this skill did many men excell, 


Of whom I from my knowledge can rehearfe; 
That he had both Elixer white and red, 
So much as would all credit far exceed. 


(a2) 


5 Of the white medicine to me a part, 
He freely gave two ounces weightand more, 


Which was of vertue truly to convert, 

Into pure filver, finer then from Oar, 
Isever melted (without any lye) 
Full fixfcore thotfand times its quantity. 


6 But (ince fo far I have difclos'd, becaufe 
Jt may be danger if I fhould conceal, 
How that I fpentit moft, for me the Laws 
Ofcovetife fo bound, that all chat deal 
I fondly fpent; The Saddle for to win, 
Iloftthe Horie ; Thus fot a filly pin 


7 I many pounds did lofe, which you fhal] hear, 
For fo the giver did his gifts bettow, 
That felf might {elf intrap, who without fear 
Attempted things to work I did not know s 
Yet what I bring this for, by itis proved, 
Unleffe my faith to quefiion you be moved. 


8 But be that asit will, Ido proteft, 

That divers hundred ounces I have feen 

OF filver, trne for goodneffe to the beft 

Equal, which by my hands have tinged been, 
By bare projecting of this fübttance {mal}, 
Of Mercury, which ftreight it tincted all. 


o For do not think that it doth only fever, 
"Khat which is perfe& from that which is crude; 


But 


e 


hear, Thé fübftance unto which it is made fait, 


ar 


, 


(33) 
But tingeth all, and fizeth, fo that never 
It fhall from fire fy, nor doth exclude 
Ought from partaking of perfections type, 
But what is heterogeneous, not unripe. 


10 Of Mercury a pound its weight will be 

OF Silver pure, within a fcruples loffe, 

Lead little more with wafte, but tinto fee  (drofs 

Would make one wonder, whence although a 
Were burnt, yet will its weight in fire encreafe, 


Though fire to wafte by nature doth not ceafe. 


11 The reafon is for that in Tin an Air, 
1s vifibly contain’d, as T heephraft, 
And Helmont well obferve, which being rare 


Makes lighter then it felf, fo Ice doth lack 
Of its own weight co water when brought back. 


12 On Copper, and on Iron, yea, on Braffe, 

And Pewter I my medicine did'affay, 

On Spelter eke, 5oder, yea on Tinglaffe, 

And Regulus of Antimony, and may fay 
With truth ic conquers all metalline things, 
And with Jall to perfection brings. 


13 I nothing found which was to it'of kin, 
Buc it would tinge it into filver pure, 
Yea perfect gold by fire it entred in, oA 
And tb a white glaffe turn'd it, which endure 
Ali trials would teach other metals bafe, 
But then this Lune which had of Lune the face 
: [9 -14 Would 


14. Would like to gold abide in Aqua fort, 
And would like gold paffe Antimony, yea, 
oF In weight it equal'd Sof, fo that report 
T Hath told me tt was white gold by th’aflay, 
The reafon was becaufe the tin@ure white 
With red earth was fermented,either Light 


@ 1$ Did therefore fhew its vertue in projection, 
Which did produce gold of a Lunar hue, 
Or Luna which Sol equal’d in perfection, 
Only of Sol it wanted colour due, 
Tf I had known this working when I had 
More of my, medicine, I had been made. 


16. For why this Lune is gold indeed, and will 
For gold be fold at more then half the rate, 
At which that Sof which tin@ed hath its fill, 
And in all trials when examinate 
Will be allow'd, this knew I not till chat 
Twice forty ounces went at Lunar rate. 


17 Butif with Silver pure your medicine 
You melt, you fhall have a moft pure glaffe, 
Like to.a new flipt fword which bright will fhine, 
In which the owner may behold his face, 
Yet is its.vertue not a whit encreaft, 
(Bur only further fpread) ne yet decrealt. 


18 This man who gave this gift tome poffet 
Both red and white, his Name fhall not be known, 
For living he’s T hope, long be he bleit 
With happy daies; for his life as mine own | 


—— HN 


will 


A 
| fhine, 


t 


[eít 
knot 


Id 


1 do efteem, he was fo fürea friend 
To me, and will be fo unto the end. 


19 His prefent place in which he doth abide 

Iknow not, for the world he walks about, 

Of which he is a Citizen, this Tide, 

He is to vifit Artifts, and feek out 
Antiquities on voyage gone: and will 
Return, when he of Travell hath his fill. 


20 By Nation an Englifhman, of note 
His Family is in the place where he 
Wa: born, his Fortunes good, and eke his Coat 
Of Armsis of a great Antiquity, 
His Learning rare, his years {carce thirty three; 
Further defeription get you not from me. 
21 Acquaintance with him very frangely came 
To me beyond my expectation far, 
His love to me was cordial, the fame 
Imuft and will acknowledge, nor a bar 
Ihope hereafter may the fame divert, 
Though it to pürchafe I do want defert, 


2% Fulllong I knew that he a Matter was, 
And oft had feen it by experiment, 
Ere he would fo far me vouehfafe to grace 
With any portion of it, his intent 

T hoped was at Jaft me fo to bleffe, 

Which yet I dürft not over-boldly prefe. 


Cz 23 And 


OL 


706 i 
23 And whatif worthy he fhall findeby proof 
Me to continue ? I my felfaffure 
He further will beftow, this fhall me move : 
To be fo faithfull to him, that allure 


Me to do ought unto his prejudice, 2 
No favour fhall prevail in any wife. 7 
24 When then on me he freely did conferre 0 


The forefaid blefling,alfo he did adde 

A portion of his Mercury, and there | 

Affumed me, that.Ia Treafüre had A 
Matchleffejif God my eyes would pleafe to opel ^? 
Or elfe I blindely might be left te grope. 


M 

25, This Mercury was that with which he did At 

7 Ris Redftone multiply exceedingly, 

ED This was the Menftrue with aiden ee hid, i 
By all the Matters of this myftery, + 

Nor this of faith from him T barely had, ise 

But I had feen by bim experiment made, Ak 

26 I faw him put his red ftone in by wei ht, Iso 

In that fame 2, whichthen digefte ] 

Diffolved it, and alfo made it ftreight ) 
Colour to change, aid from that time ne refted, |. 

Nor day nor night; tillin three daies it was le 

A Red'perfeét, but firft black and white did palle: Wi 


27 I thought (O. fool) T thought thatifthered Mis 
And white were both multiplicable, then 1 
One progreffe linear. to either led, A 
Which was a falfe ground, this my erreuy ten ; 
[t 


roof (37) 


Of twelve parts quite deftroi’d, and yetunwife, 
So many loffes might me not fuffice. 


28 Thofe two partsthen I mixt with Luna pure, 
Ten other times its weight, and then anew 
T fell to work again, hoping that fure; 
re. Once right might nineteen erronrs loffe renew, 
Yet when my fire was almoft but, I thought 
Upon the reafon of the thing I fought. 


29 I then began to think of Authors faws, 
And theni.in minde I very oft revolv'd, 

‘A My operations judg'd by Natures Laws, 

id. At length by Meditation I refolv'd, 

That each thing hath its proper difpofition, 
And each thing's ordered after its condition. 


tO on 


id, 
jo I found my medicine which for the white 
's either Atomes, as the Artift findes it 
After that Nature hath it fixt,when bright 
t, sof the black created, then who mindes it, 
T’encreafe iu vertue or in quantity, 
Mutt order his working accordingly. 


y I If to encreafe its pondus he intend, 


| Ie then may it imbibe, not being cold 
d Pri milk made warm, the glafs then fhut t’attend 
ered lis fire let him be fure, nor be he bold 
To give it milk fo largely it to glur, 
Nor then forget of meat to it to put. 
en 
Of. C3 32 But 


(33) 


He mult ferment his white-work warily, 
Obterving its proportion due, for when 
A man ferments, he may too moift or dry 


Oi which to miffe a ftranger will be fure. 
33 Lknew at laft the Red was like the fire. 


Mixed as in the firft work doth defire 


Although in'fhorter time the work fucceed, 
Becaufe the matter nothing leffe doth need. 


If it have fuch a quantity of milk, 
Will drowned be, nor wil) the dryneffe bear 
Sufficient force, to powder foft as filk, 

To re-congeal more then a fourth of water, 


Then muftanotber fourth part follow after, 


35 Thus muft it be by turns imbib'de until 

Irbe brought to a courage fturdy bold, 

Then muft all be clofe-fealed, and it will 

A fomewhat ftronger. fire expe& ; and hold. 
Thee afterwards in blackneffe tourty-dates, 


And whatI bad of my white medicine left, 
T kept, refolving 1 would not compel'd 
With Gods aflittance be wholly bereft 


32, Butif his glaffe have once been cooled, then 


H's Compound make,which then requires a cure 


The white more like the Air, the firft with water 


The fame heat, and produceth figns thereafter, 


34 But the white ftone which is cffe fire, more air, 


And them will thew white Phabe’s{plendent taies 
36 This when I well had weigh'd;my hand t held, 


Of 


snae o 
then. Of that fo great a fecret for to live, 
But keep it for his fake who did it give. 


37 So that few grains excepted I did wafte 

All what I had beftowed on me, hoping 
$2 To hic at length upon the right, and pla 
My thoughts fo on it, that thus madly £ 
Trob’d my felf thus of a twofoid 

water. The loffe of which I may repenrat leifure 


38 My fire nigh out, I forced wa 
after, Some of what did remain to fc 
ed, Till that I found I foon fhói 
(d. — Ofall, ifthus T did go on, ‘and tt 
I did conclude with vow the : 
Unfpent, unfeen, until Y fle 


id 


ore di, 


j 39 With folemn vow Y 

Some few grains (very 

ter, || Agit was given firft, yet to prefe 
tet. My life on urgent need, without remor fe 
I might make ufe of what 1 had, yet fo 

That beyond need I would in fpending g0 


40 And need fince that inforced me to ufe 
| Some little of a little, fo that now 
e$, The reft I was compel'd ( ne could 1 choofe) 
nttait To mix with Luna fine, or elfe I trow 
thej Lfoona grain mi ht lofe which was my ftore, 
| held, ipe : : 
This then I mixt with other ten grains more. 


| 


C 4 41 Thus 


(30) 
41 Thus have I told a Story very true, 
Not what I heard by hearfay or by fame, 
Bnt what my felf beheld, which thing but few 
Have feen, yet this on credit of my Name 
Idoaverre, and know no caufe, but why 
Another may beleeve not judge a lie. 


125.5542 Now for the'? which did remain Lok 2 79- 

A many trials perdy I did prove 
On gold which by this ¥ is flain, ; 
Corrupts and Jofeth form, fo great the love 
Is which between him and his Sifter is, 


x Thatir/her arms his foul returns with bliffe. T 
43 Then fhe her garment like Pearl orient 
Doth fain with colours till at length the black 
Eclipfe both Sun and Moon in Firmament, f 
And both of them all fpark of light do lack ; " 
The Earth then water doth become, and fo It 
The water thickned into earth doth grow. H 
44 This I did try, and faid and after black, 
The colours of the Rainbow did appear 
The Peacocks-TayT, and when all thefe did flack, m 
The Crefcent Moon appeared very clear, Th 
I faw until. the Earth like Heaven fbone, ini 
And all became like a celeftial Throne. As 
45 This forthe feafon of the year wasill, 
And Inited not unto the latter fire, t; 
And for T was afraid it for to {pill 
After perfection, which was my defire 


(31) 
To try, that I might fee a work begun, (Sun. 
And brought unto the Moon though not’ the 


46 This then on 9 1 did project, 

Being with D firft of all allai'd, 

It tinged fifty parts, I did direct 

My courfe this to imbibe, but it affai’d 

2%. Jn vain; for why? Lhad it cooled, fo 
To Imbibition foolifhly did go. 

47 And fo who thought the red to have attain'd 

Wichout leat doubt, yet found by proof T was 

Unskil’d in this, though Nature not difdain’d 

To bring me to the Black, which I did paffe, 
And after colours gay the white admir'd, 

k Yet fell fhort far of what I moft defir’d, 

48 Thus wich my trials oft my Mercury, 

Was now to nothing brought or very little, 

I then confidered how fondly ! 

Had wafted that which might have built a {pittle, 
And with my menftrue all my Art was loft, 
OF whofe skill fince I may full truly boaft, 


flack, 49 Then God I praifed with moft thankful minde, 
That he had fhewn me by a demonftration 
infallible, which none can be fo blinde 
As not for to beleeve, a Confolation 
In all my loffes this to me remained, 
That I had feen what here I have explained. 


soht 


50 Atlaft my good friend once again I met, 

And what had happened I:did not hide, 

Y praied bim my folly to forget, 

And hop’d anew from him to be fappli'd; 
But this alfo my hope was much deluded, 
Nor did it fe fall out as T concluded, 


31 For when he underftood what I had tri'd, 
And what at laft God profpered me to fee, 
He faw if that he me anew füppli'd, 
"That I could go to the Hefperian Tree, 
And pluck the Apples at my lift, and then 
Might do much mifchief unto honeft men. 


52 Thus therefore faid, Friend, if that God hath 
You to the Art,he will in time beftow (chofe 
The fame, but if he in his wifedom knows 
You are unfit, or that you’l mifchief do, 
'Accutfed fha]l that man be who fhall arm 
A mad man, to do thoufand others harm. 


52 When you were rudea gift I gave you great, 
A gift but fuch as might it felf deftroy 
3f Heavens fo ordain'd, nor is it meet 
& fee for you at prefent it t’enjoy ; 
What Heavens have deni’d may I not grant, 
Or elfe I fhall be guilty of your Rant. 


54 Thisleffon of fo much divinity, 
At the fame tinie I heartily confeffe 
Did nothing pleafe me, for my hopes did lie 
Onkim, which this his anfwer did diftreffe, 


For 


ath 
hof 


"at, 


For 


| (33) 
For faid he, fates to you have knowledg granted, 
But yet the thing by you mult now be wanted. 


55 Then ftraitl gave him for to underftand 
How God had of the water taught the skill, 
By which faid Lin time I may command 
What you deny, which therefore try I will, 
Nay then, quoth he, attend to what Y fay., 


4 


It will be good, and you may bleffe this day 


56 Know then that we are fo feverely bound 
By ftrongelt vows never for to fupply 
Any man by our Art, who may confound 
The world, if he at will it held, for why? 
what ill foe’re he a& upon this fcore, 
t all fhall lie before the Yellers dore. 


7 Now then confider what a prife you had, 
Both of the Stone and of the Mercury , 
Would any one have thought a man not mad, 
So much would lofe without a reafon why? 
Had reafon guided you you might ere now, 
Of what I gave haye had enough I trow. 


58 For had you taken old moft perfect pute, 

And added buta grain of this your Stone 

To it in fofion, it would have been fure 

To have united, then might you have gone 
About the work with that your Mercury, 
With which this gold had mixed fpeedi y. 


59 Your 


59 Your work had then been fhortned very much, 
Which you might well have govern'd to the red, 

Where when *twas come you faw how I with fuch 

Sulphur and Mercury new gold did wed, A 
You faw the ponds and the Time, and heat, 
What more could you have wifht the Art to get? 

60 Butalfo feeing now you know the Art 

How to prepare this fiery Mercury, 

You might have been fo ftored for your part, 
That few fhould more have had, do not you fpy, 
How God is adverfe to your work to caufe 

You thus to {pil the fame ? ‘his holy Laws 


61 Perhaps he fees that you would lewdly break, : 
Or do fome wrongfull deed, and therefore he 
The Knowledge hath imparted, yet doth {peak 
Thus by his providence, T plainly fee 
That he will have you for fome years without 
Th'enjoyment of what you'd mifufe no doubt. 


62 Now know that ifthis Art you do affay 
Without a ferment, then you muft beware 
Left oft you erre, and from the right path ftray, 
And often fhall you erre for all your care, 
Nay and perhaps you may not while you live 
This treafure win, which God alone mutt give, 


63 For why ? if you the ftraiteft courfe do take 


A year (hall run before that you fhall finde 
The perfect period, but if you take 
Wrong waies, you ofttimes fhall be fet behinde 


it 
bt. 


(35) 
Sometimes a year, and muft your charge renew 
And pains, or elfe your folly you may rue, 


64 In which time if your minde cannot be free 
But be incumbred with diftraéting care, 
A thoufand perils you fhall farely fee, 
And much fhall lofe which you can hardly fpare, 
Attend therefore unto my counfell, fo 
You fhall conditionally this fecret know. 


65 You here before the mighty God fhall fwear, 

That you for fuch a time your felf fhall keep 

From it attempting, which I fhall declare, 

Nor fhall you in that time (though you fhold fleep 
Deaths {leep reveal fome points which I difclofe, 
Which therefore I make known under the rofe. 


66 I fware, and fo his minde he did unlock, 

And did to me the fecret all declare, 

And to afiure me that he did not mock, 

I with mine eyes beheld thofe fights moft rare ; 
Of which I now full honeftly fhall treat, 
Nor ought fhall hide but what to tell n'is meet, 


67 My oath I fhall inviolate preferve, 

And fo I may, for there's no Son of Art, 

But by what I difcover, the referve 

May finde out, if he feek with upright heart, 
And it attempt, not without judgement found, 
The want of which doth fearchers rafh confound, 


68 1 


68 1 Mall not need examples more to bring, 
The Act is true and fure; though hard to finde, 
Notto be bought with riches of a King, 

Nor yet abhorring from a vulgar mind ; 

If fates thee, call then follow me into 

A Royal Palace whither few do go. 


The End of the Second Book. 


THE THIRD BOOK. 


A hig Ses z 4 EE 
T Sing th’adventures for the golden Fleece, 
A Noble Subject fit to employ the Quill 
Of the moft owing wits that ever Greece 
Did breed, would J might climbe the Mufes hill 
Thence to bring down the pleafant meafures,we 
This fubje& might adorn with fluent fpeech. | | 


2 The Indies with it may not once compare, 
Ic is a gift of all things temporal 
Moft to be prized, he that hath a fhare 
yi this-moft feeret Arc; admire he fhall 
In creatures the Creators excellence, 
Who ftill above all hath preheminence. 


jeu nis ps 


3 Thisis the fithe that with one Rroak cuts. down 
All covetife; of evil'all the root, 
This who poffeffeth fears not fortunes frown, 
(Things momentany cafts he at his foot ; 

His work isonly his God to bebold, 
Countiag as rubbifh, filver, Gems, and Cole 
4 
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(37) 
4 Thisis the Tree of Life which doth preferve 
From fickneffe humane body, and renews 


' The youth, it fuffereth Nature not to fwerve, 


But it doth keep intire ; this good accrues 
By this rare Art, riches, with length of daies, 


Freedom from ficknes which men moft difinaies 


5 Only the deftiny of death which all 

Are fubject to cannot avoided be, 

Bus yet to live in health, and therewithall 

Whatever this life craves to have, that he 
Need never want to fear, how great a bliffe 
I need not tell to him whofe loc it is. 


6 But over and befides for to enjoy 
Power whatever good one lift to do, 
How happy ftate it is, when to employ 
Ones felf the poor to fuccour, and beftow 
On pious ufes what the minde fuggeíts 
No mean is wanting, what eftate more blet? 


7 Then brake my Mufe into a joyful ftrain, 
Sing out aloud, and eke thy {pirits raife, 
This Artto celebrate, in lofty vein 
Let all thy Notes be carried, no praife 
Too great, oh happy they who it do know, 
Whofe fecrets thefe few lines do fully fhew. 


8. Let Cræfus hide his head, let Midas treafure > 
No more remembred be, for why “tis fure, 


That their vaft wealth was bounded with a meafure 


Nor conld their wealth their fading bodies cure. 


i 


e [ Lo here a Spring of Wealth, a Tree of Life, 


E 


\_No wealth fo great, no ficknets here is rife, 


1/9. Hereina Map thou feeft the creatures all 


Abridged; and reduc't to their perfection, 


\ Here thou beholdeft in a Subject fmall, 


\ From this worlds miferies a full protection; 
V. Rejoycesand give to God alone the glory, 
* And now proceed we to this pleafant Story. 


?-30 Gold fits as Prince fupreme and bead of all, 


The Bodies wbich in Kingdom minerall 

Contained are, whofe body no force fhal] 

Deftroy, the fierceft fire may nought appall,, 
His courage he doth in the flame abide, 
Which from it only foulneffe doth divide. 


11 The Sun terre(triall he named is, 
To whom the next in dignity is plac't, 

The Moon a goodly body which doth miffe 
Some part of Sols perfection, yet is grac't, 
. With permanency to abide the flame, 

All other metals do avoid che fame, 


12 Theothes four, Mars, Venus, f upirer, 

With Saturn hold fo much of crudity, 

That they are vile efteem'd, yet to averre 

I fhall be bold that be who can defcry 
The inward vertue of the planets nam'd, 
Shall finde them all of So/s true matter fram’d. 


13 Adare 
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(39) 
13 Marsis the ftout and valiant God of 
His body vile, and little is efteem'd, 
He's fierce of courage, conquering near and far 
All fturdy oppofites, and may be deem'd, 
That his rough outfide hidden doth inclofe, 
A fpirit whofeful vertue no man knows, 


14. Venus a Planet fair the God of Love, 
Whofe beauty the ftout God of War allures, 
Her Central Salt,who fo hath wit to prove 
Shall finde a key all fecrets which affures 

The owner for to finde, I fay no more, 

For this by none difclos'd hath been before; 


1$ Propitious Pupiter a Planet bright, ks m 

And fo benign, that of all the gods 

There's none more gloriotisif fo thy fight, 

Can our true ove behold, great isthe oddes 
Betwixt the vulgar, and what we call ours 

Which from old Saturn doth derive his fourfe. Lat 


16 This Melancholy God a ftone devout'd, 
Thinking that he had eaten fove, but then 
He found himfelf deceiv'd, at which he lour'd, 
Ne would.lie comfort take, for ftraightway when 
This ftone Abadir in hts bowels came; 
Tt cliang'd the Eater to another frame. 


17 Old Aberipe,his childrdn which did eat, 
Had of this Stone à Son begotten, who 
In his Sires ftomack prov'd fuch uncouth meat 
That he forthwith did melancholy grow, 
D And 
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(40) 
And from this Son as I have heard them fain, 
Engendred was moft noble Abrettane. 


18 Befide thefe fix nam'd Planets,there is one 
Remalning of a Nature wonderful, : 
His name is Mercury for healone 
Is of the Gods the meffenger, but dull 

He is until a life he doth receive, 

Till then fond Artifts he will aye deceive. 


19 And thus the gods in order I have nam'd, 
Y now fhall thew of each the pedegree, 
Their linage, habit, and how they are fram'd 
In manners, alfo their whole dignity 
J fhall rehearfe, for tbis to our intent 
Makes much, and therefore Reader be attent. 


Jls: 20 The matter firt of metals Mercury, 
^ A moifture is which wetteth not the hand, 
Yet flows, and therefore *tis nam'd water dry, 
The vulgar is at every ones command, , 
But this is not the water we defire, 
For in our water is our fecret fire. 


2t This matter while its life it did retain, 
Was apt all metals for to procreate, 

The life when gone then dead it doth remain, 
Tilla new foul fhall-it re-animate, 

This matter is to metals all of kin, 
Ali which do hide a Mercury within. 


=r were 


A 


And with true Sulphur it.can vivifie 
„ pu For dead itis, though (fluent ) he with eafe 
D2 


(41) 
22 But neareft it is unto gold alli’de 
To Zana next, and then to 7wpirer, 
To Saturn after him as hath been tri’d 
By many who this Art have fought, but there 
Ts leffe affinity with bagwered, V 
And leat with Aars who fcorns with if to wed, 


23 With gold that it hath moft affinity 
May hence appear, firft by their equall weight; 
And next by their coinponents conftancy, 
For neither it nor gold by any fleight, 
Will fuffer any one for to divide 
Their principles which may not be unti’de. 


24 Except by one only humidity 
Which them divides in way of generation, 
And doth their Blements fweetly untye 
Them after knitting thus to propagation 
Enabling them, and by one liquor ftrange 
All Concretes, web doth from their nature change 


25 And them diffolve unto their. matter firft, 
Dividing all their principles afunder, 


| Thefe two excepted, there is none that durf 


Affay thefe to deftroy therefore no wonder, 
If Artifts old by rule moft firm decreed, 
That its moft hard t'unlock this fecret feed, 


26 He then who knows the parts of Mercury, 
And can its faperfluities decreafe, 


May 


(4 
- May gold ünlock; and aftet recongeal, 
Both to an effence which all griefs can heal. 
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Nes. 27 O Mercury, thou wonder of the world, 
| How fttange thy natureis, and how compact 
A body dott poffeffe which doth infold 
A fpirit unexpreflible, to act 
Qur'myfteries, this only we defire, 
‘This is our water, this our feeret fire, 


Rt NOE En 


28 For Argent vive is gold effential 

Only üriripe, which if thou canft prepare 

By art, it gives the fecret menftrual 

The mother of our ftone which is fo rare, 
Our oy!, ovr unguent, and our marchafite 
Which we do name, alio our fountain bright. 


Mes "X Me US 


29 O Chriftal fountain, which from fourfold {pring 

Runs down the valleys with its perled drops 

Diftilling, with the which our Noble King, 

Is wafh'd, and carri'd to the mountain tops, 
Where he the vertue of the Heav’ns receives, 
Which never after him when fixed leaves, 


3 c7 ou 


30This is our Maydew which our Earth doth move 
To bring forth fruit, which fruit is perfect gold, 
This is our Eve whom edam doth fo love, ^ 
That in her Arnis his foul (frange to be told) 
He doth receive, who erft as dead was feen, 
And quickned firft appears in colour green. 
i 3r Nest 


, 
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31 Next unto Mercury in firft-degree, 
Of metalline digeftion ís found, 
Old Saturn, who though vile and bafe to fee, 
Yet is he of our fecrets all the ground. 

Thus then in effence Mercury is gold, 

In form Satarnine, earthly, moift and cold. 


32 I mean the Afercury which doth prefent 
It felf at firk unto each Artifts eye; 
And vulgar it is cal'd; to our intent 
Unferviceable quite, the reafon why 
If you defire, this for an anfwer take, 
No dead thing can a dead thing living make. 


33 Nor can that which isin its fubftance foul 
And filthy, caufe tranfcedant purity, 
Ne yet can that which is without a foul 


4 A body fixed caufe aloft to fly, 


No there muft be.a near affinity, 
Or elfe in vain you fhall your fancies try, 


34 How then? Ev^n thus, in Saturn there is hid . 


A foul immortal which in prifon lies, 


| Untie its fetters, which do it forbid, 


To fight for to appear, then fhall arife, 
A vapour fhining like pearl orient, 
Which is our Moon and fparkling Firmament. 


35 To Saturn, Mars, with bonds of love is ti'd 
Whois by bimdevour'd of mighty force, ’ 
D 3 W 


hofe 


PT 


* 
(44) 
Whofe fpirit Saturns body doth divide, 
And both combining yeeld a fecret fource, 
From whence doth flow a water wondrous bright 
© Inwhich the Sun doth fet and lofe its light. 


- 4 36 Dame Venus a moft fhining Star to fee 
To Mars efpoufed is by him embrac’t ; 
Their influences muft united be, 

For fhe alone the only mean is plac’t, 
Betwixt the Sun and our true Argent vive 
Them to unite, that they may never ftrive. 


37 The generation of the metals all 
} If I fhould here declare, it would require 
A Volumelarge, at prefent then I fhall 
Content my felf and anfwer your defire, 
Omitting thefe and many other things, 
Which to our fecret Art leffe knowledge bring, | 


38 And fhall proceed to teach the certain ground, 
On which an Artift may with hope rely, | 
Nor trouble him with things weh might confound 
Him in his fearch, for 1 intend to fly 
All darkneffe, alfo all ambiguous words, 
That handling moft which to us moft accords; 


/39 And firft I fhall lay down the'definition 

! Of that rare fübftance we fo highly prize, 

| Which caufeth metals change their own condition, 
And turns imperfect bodies, that to eyes, 


To 


right 


45) 
To touch, to teft, and in each trial they à 
Are perfe& prov'd, which erft would fly away. 


4o A fubftance it metalline is, for why, 

With metals elfe it could no wife agree, 

And of Sols effence, elfe to dignity, 

Of gold it could not tinge crude Mercury, 
Saturn, and all che metals, as it doth, 
Adding fixation and pondus both. 


41 But yet golds fimple vertue it exceeds, 

Elfe could it not the leaft communicate 

Of its own tin&ure, but its felf muft needs 

Embafed be, fince nought can graduate 
An unripe matter to its own degree, 
Unleffe in it tranfcendent ripeneffe be. 


42. OF Nature fpiritaal it is befide, 

Elfe bodies it could never penetrate, 

Betwixt the pure and impure to divide, 

‘And caufe them when they are examinate 
By flame of bellows ftoutly to endure, 
Which to perform requires a perfect cure. / 


43 And yet befides its penetrative might, 
It muft contain a wondrons fixity. 
Since what it wants nothing can give by right, 
Nor can-that which inured is to fly, 
Retained be but by an Agent fixt, 
Where Spirit and body are together mixt. 
EET D4 44 Sa 


(46) 
44 So then in brief allthis to recollect, 
Iisatox)uür fone is nought but th'effence true of true of gold; 
Which that it might what we do feck effect, 
Its fpirit doth the body farely hold, 
And both together make a fubftance new, 
A reall fpirit yet a body true. 


4s Likethe Suns Atomes *tísa powder fine, 
White for the white, and red for red projection, 
The metals by it tein'd, exceed the Mine 
In purity, and fuch is its perfection, 

That he who hath itin am hours fpace 

And leffe may command in any place. 


46 Atfirft itis of vertue very fmall, 
Compared with the might it doth attain 


By oft reiteration, who fo fhall 

4t oft diffolve, and then congeal again, 
Shall finde a medicine that will tranílate 
Innumerable parts to Sols eftate; 


47 "Tis ponder ous and yet i grains divided, 
That powder all appears as foit as as 
On,metail it like wax in f 
To enter to the center juR as milk 

Is penetrated by the Rennit Gu: 

Atid cuvdled in the minute of an hoür: 


48 Forlook bow boyling oy! doth ftraitway fal, 
And pietcethi throligh Gaking paper; fo 
: Our 


€ 47) 
Our fone it entreth metals without fmoak 
| When they by force of fire are made to flow, 
| Orelfe reducedto a glowing heat, 
If they of harder flux bide fire great. 


49 Or if an Argent vive you lift to caft 

Your effence then it muft in fire ftand, 

Till ic begin to fly, whof flying hafte 
To ftay you fuddenly fhall countermand, 
By throwing in one little grain or more, 
Which fixeth what was fugitive before, 


50 This medicine is beft thus to proje pee 
| Firft on a portion of that metall pure, 3 
| Which of the powder is to be the effect, 
As red on gold, on filver eke be fure, 

The white to throw one part of this your kone | eg 

On four of metal, or elíe five to one. 


$1 Then brittle like to glaffe that Maffe willbe,» 
Of Colour bright, and fhining very clear, 
| Yet not tranfparent, alfo thou fhalt fee 
Its vertue leffened which willappear 
To view moft glittering like a Rubie fair, 


b Es 
Then upon Argent vive caft this with care. 


52 On ten parts one fo long project until ex 
The tin@ure to decreafe thou fhalt perceive, E 
ik, | Which being done; thou foon fhaltat thy will 

Mott perfect So/ or Lune from. fire receive; 
Thus 


(48) 
Thus guide thy operation and be fare, 5 
The effect will prove both gold and fil $ r pure) v 


53 And if thou lift thy effence to augment n 
In goodneffe or in weight, thou fo maift work, 
That never fhall thy ftock with ufe be fpent, 
So great a power in this ftone doth lurk, 

"That it like fire is apt to multiply 

Yt felf in weight as eke in dignity. 


o new 


54 A. portion once I faw and found by proof, 
That which a mans beleef might far exceed 
Of the Red medicine, which for behoof 
Of fuch who to this Scienee may proceed 
I fhal! declare, by which may well appear, 5 
"That ufeleffe itis not as many fear. B 
T 


35 For fome, who though the Art they not deny) 1: 
Compel'd by reafon and by witneffe plain, 
Of füch whom *twere unjuft to vilifie, 

Yet of the Art they ceafe not to complain, 


Miftaking all our operations true, 6 
Thofe following which we warn to efchue. $ 
E 


56 For thus they think that we of gold the foul | 1 
Extract, which from a maffe a fubftance fmall 
Ys had, though it tinge witbont controul, 
Yet fcarce fo much t'abide the trials all 
Of fire and teft of gold there will proceed, 6 
As firft was us'd to yeeld thastinging feed. ü 
: 37 


(49) 


othenif labour once to loffe redound, 


$7 5 A i 
t pur! Whatever pleafure in the work appear, iT 

Te cannot choofe but make mens want abound, m 

‘And fo their skill is purchafed full dear. | ll 


This is th'obje&tion which is often caft 
Inthe Artifts difh, his Art and him to blaft. 


8 But I who oft chefe fecrets have beheld 
And have obferv'd with curiofity, 
| Their progreffe and their reafon are.compel'd 
^ | To ftand up for to clear their dignity, 
Nor fhall the cavils of the vulgar caufe 
Me to condemn Natures moft Noble Laws. 


Tom. 


$9 1faw then as I faid a powder fo 
Encreaft in vertue (fcarce to be beleev'd) 
‘That fo {mall quantity as fcarce would fhow 
den] in bulk a grain, nor weigh'd much more indeed, 
Which yet to gold fo greata uantity 
Could well tranfmute, as may be deem'd a lye. $ 


60 No man by Art its number could attain, 

So great it was, yet was the tincture found, f 
For on an ounce projected was that grain, 

oul | In which perfection did fo abound, 

| That all was effence made, of which one grain 


Was caft upon ten times as much again, 


61 Thatis one ounce in ten, and thefe likewife, 


| On ten times more, which yet was med'eine made, 
é Ten, 


(5o) 
Ten more toone of thefe would not fuffice 
To metall it to bring, nor was't allaid, 

So with thefe oft projections made before, 
But one at laft ting*d ninety thoufand more. 


62 Now ceafe rafh cenfors henceforth to reproach 
This Noble Art fo nfeful and fo juft, 
"Tis not this skill which Sophiftrys doth broach, 
No, it is only fuch which feek their luft 
For to maintain, who doth the world abufe, 
Whofe errors all this Treatife fully fhews. 6 


>rnao 


63 Butthou of Truth a lover, be advis'd, 
Beware, and be not eafily feduc’t, $ 
For be thon fure that all that is devis'd 
By fuch, this Artto treat. who were induc't 
By envy, is not true, nay very little 
In fome books, and in fome fcarce any tittle. 


64 For know this Art a virgin pure remains, 
Though many Lovers do her fondly fue, 
She {corns a Sophifter, and ftill difdains 
A breaft for to inhabit that’s untrue, 
Yet mány preffe to win the golden fleece, 
*Tis that they gape for as the mafterpiece. 
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65 Buta true Son of Art doth wifedom prife 
Beyond all earthly good, and his defire 

To itis bent, ne fondly doth devife 

By tiches to ambition to afpire : 


(51) 
His ftudies all to knowledge are inclin'd, 
Prizing alone the riches of the minde. 


€ | 66 To füch alone thefe labours I intend 
To them T write, but others I exclude, 

road] Advifing them their folly to amend, 

h And to forfake thofe fancies, which delude 


E Them,and deftroy their works,for why it&fure, 
i No errour can a fecret true procure. 
67 Our Art therefore which we fo much efteem 
Is not as many men do mifconceive; 
For toyl ne yet for charge, what ere fools deem 
So hard, but that it may with Natures leave 
Be perfected asafter may appear X 
Unto the red in leffe fpace then a yeat.. Pif 
(minde 
68 And who that time would grudge that in'his 
Shall call how thatthe waiting husbandman, 
No leffer fpace expects his crop to finde, (began, 
Whofe feed though fow'd when Autumn firft 
Yet is not reapt and threfht, and fit to eat: (yet 
Tillthat ‘time twelvemoneth fcare fo foon; and 


69: His patience is not weary, but doth wait 
Till Autumn and the Winter both be paft 
In Vere the early rains, and when the heat 
Of Summer parches, latter rains, and laft 
Ofall his harveft he expecting ftaies, 
Noris impatient of thefe long delaiee. 


His} 70 Yer 
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(52) 
go Yet ig his profis {carcely fix for one, 
His labour hard, and chances that may fall 
Innumerable, infomuch that none 
Can promife good fucceffe, and yet for all 
Thefe hardfhips,hazards, and thefe long delays, 
The {weet expected all this fowr allaies. 


71 The charge if any one defire to know, 

The wifemens refolution I fhall give, 

By this a man that in this way would go 

May tty his skill, and without doubt beleeve, 
That if. his charge five peeces price exceed, 


He may be fure he ís not like to fpeed. 76 
Of 

72 His heat indeed conftant expence doth crave, | A, 
But with one heat fo many works he may Ye 


Effect, that if he lift he foon may fave 

The worth in other works which by the way 
He to deceive the time may daily try, 
Of which I fhall difcourfe now by and by. 77 


1 
73) But if one glaffe, one furnace, aad no more | 5 
He fhall employ, yetten pounds ma excufe W 
His total charge, and yet he hall have ftore 
Enough while he doth live, though he fhould ufe 
As much as any Monarch in the world, 
Since it encreaft may be fo manifold. 7! 
Sc 
74 Yet hewho prizeth knowledge natural, Ti 


Cannot fo barren be of fcience true W 


delay 


t 


ave, 


ore 


ufe 


The price of half an ounce of gold, which hut 7 
As With Hermes Seal, no fear it hou be loft. 


(53) 
As not to know fome fecret wherewithall 
A fire for to employ, nor ate there few 
Whom curiofity invites to tryy 
A many pleafant knacks in Chemiftry. 


75 Such may their furnace fo contrived have, 
| That with one-fire they may both pattifie, 
| Digeft, ferment, diftill, and fo may fave 
The toyl of many Furnaces, for why ? 
So meny heats thou maift from hence obtain, 
And yet thy fecret work ne whit refrain. 


| 76 But what if twenty peeces were the coft? 
| Of which the half may ferve if order’d right, 
And though fometimes the work hap te be loft, 
Yet can the loffe be no waies great, nor might 
The hazard with the profit once compare, 
Though he who it attains is very rare. 
(thing, 
77 Forthoughone glaffe, one furnace, and one 
One rule, one fire, the whole work do compleat, 
Yet may one many glaffes with eafe bring, = 
With one fire to perfe&ion, fince the feat 3 
Or neft, which doth one egge contain, with Art 
May fo be made to more heat to impart. 


| 78 And it fufficeth in one glaffe to put 


So much of Compofition as may coft 


Except 


(54) 
Except fome errour be committed, which 
How to avoid 1 faithfully fhall reach. 


79 Alfo becaufe our matter which we take 

Into our hands for this our fecret Art 

Is Gold ana Mercury, which we do bake 

Till neither of them trom the other part, 
The principles their form do keep untill 
The fire by putrefaction doth them Kill, 


$0 Which whomfoever God fo far doth grace 
To fee, he cannot but by uncouth hap 
His work deftroy before it run its race ; 
Sincethen to erre there fcarceis left a gap, 
AtJeaft unto,an operator wife, 
Who will not carelefly lofe fucha prize 2 


81 Andif bis. work proceed nos in due courte, 
His time he only lofeth and his fire, 
XVhicli.will not prove co-him a pinching loffe, 
Since foon he may his work at his defire 

* Renew, the gold is as it was before, 


And fo the g nor leffe nor more. 


/ 82. Thus have T brought you fo far on your way, 


\ 
\ 


| \ And farther. yer T fhall you friendly leade, 


A Proceed difcreetly, marking what | fay, 

For I fhall fhewthe true way how to fpeed. 

XN Of God defire with me that he would guide 
\\Both you and me that neither ftep afide. 


The End of the third Book. 


THE FOURTH BOOK: 


Or Alchemy our Mufe hath founded forth, 
Thepraife,and worthy may the fubject feem 
So noble *tis and of fuch matchleffe worth, 
That rightly many it divine efteem, 

But now the only thing to be explain’d, 

Ts how and. by what means it is attain d, 


2 For many who moft painfully have fought, 

With vaft expence of money and of time, 

Save beggery they have attained nought, 

For they could never to this Science climbe, 
Since then that fatal prov'd to many one, 
Moft men it deem a feigned Art or none: 


3 Who hath not heard the fad complaints of many \ 
Who by this fearch reduc't to penury 
Have liv'd forlorn ? but who hath heard of any, 
That by this skill his wealth did multiply? / 
Therefore fay fome the thing is but a fable : fe 
Which to maintain the Artifts are not able: a 


4 Tfhall not now the task of handling all; 


| The Schemes of errors undertaFe, becaufe 


From thence the Reader would reap profit fmall 


| Who rather farre would kudy Natures Laws 


Then undergo the trouble to review 


The Sophiftries of all the erring crew. 
E $ Yee 


Mm < E IES RS — 


(56) 
$ Yet here and there the errors I fhall tax, 
Of Artifts deviant from the true way, 
Who nature mold like toa lump of wax 
To rare Chimeras, which when they affay; 
By proof they finde they labour out of kind, 
And wander like a feather in the winde, 


6 The matter firft which for our work we take 
Is only gold and with it Mercury, 
Which we deco& till neither will forfake 
The other, in which work they both do die 
And rot by putrefation, after that 
Both are in glory then regenerate, 


7 Nor do we mean as fools our words expound 

By gold I know not what of fubftance vile, 

For with fuch notions many de confoun 

Themfelves, not recollecting all the while, 
That what in Art they for one gold do take, 
A filver paiment would to no man make. 


8 For all in word this truth will needs confeffe 
Becaufe the Magi all have it decreed 
To be the only matter, netherleífe 
Thefe fübjects to explain do fo proceed, 
That they for gold thus to avoid expence 
Will be content with a Sirreverence. 


9 One doth his body order with fach diet, 


That what he eats and drinks is all by weight; * 
i 


P oot S t 


| Themark,and very fondly flip afide, 
; UNS age 


(57) 

Át fet hours exercifetb, and is quiet 
Precifely at his time, nor will abate 

One hour from his wonted time of fleep, 
And all his body wholfome for to keep. 


10 Thus when his temper is moft exquifite, 
He doth his eafement in a chofen place, 
Which ftraight he clofeth up, and this in fpight 
Of Nature muft be gold, which he doth grace 
So far as it to keep with monftrous care, 
Still hoping thusto finde the ftone mok rare. 


11 And left his hope should feem on fandy ground 
For to be built, he citeth Morian, 
Thus {peaking that our ftone is only found 
Upon a dunghil, and whoever can 
It thence extract fhall farely it finde, 
But whofo elfewhere feeks concludes him blinde? 


12 This dunghil what doth it denote faith he 
But humane ordure fince the fame doth fay 
To Calid, that if he would lift to fee 
Within himfelf, he fhould without a nay 
The true mine of our fecret ftone efpy, 
Nor need he elféwhere forthe fameto tty, 


13 To this another addeth Urine, this 
(Saith he) is Mercury which wife men bide; 
For want of which fo many hap tomi 


This 


This he with effence of the pureft wine 
Doth mix by-this to catch our ftore divine. 18 


"Ti: 
14 Some feek in Herbs, and fome in fimple water All 
Such as from clouds is caught, and fome in dew, Th 


Some choofe thee juyce of Toads for their true 1 
With Arfnickit preparing, nor afew . (matter, | 
In flame attempt our hidden ftone to finde, 


In Sunbeams eke to powder dry calcin'd. I 

nt 

15 The influence of the Moon fome earneftly But 

Defire,which with a glaffe they hope to catch, - | Th 

Some alfo would the influx of the sky } 

In fome thing fix, and after it would hatch, € 
Thus doting for to get our prized ftone, 

Which thus they feek but never hit thereon, de 

In 
16. Others Saltpeter do the matter judge, Ha 
X And for it doting hunt for dead mens bones, To 


Their mouldred carkafes they take, and drudge 
About this work to finde the choice of tones, 
Some do affirm and will not ftick to fwear, 
That in Marle is found, fo fond they are, | 5: 


17 Yetreafon with them on their work, and they Ar 
Will tell you of a monftrous uncouth Sperm | 
Pan[permion called, this without a.nay 
Mutt be the Chaos for to ufe their term, 
Of thisismade each thing that in the Earth, 
Is found, out of it all things are brought feo 
1 


$59) 

13 It hath no proper form, yet being hath 

"Tis non-fpecificated, therefore apt 

All things to procreate, füch is their faith 

That as i£ they were in a vifion wrapt, 
They fee in fancy fuch a thing as this, 
And yet alas they know not where it is. 


19 Thisis their living gold; their Mercury, 
This is their Limbus, this their fecret fire, 
But yet groffe fots they cannot yet efpie 
The vanity of this which they defire, 
For had they. fuch a Devil as this is 
Clos'd ina glafs,the ftone they fure would mifs, 


20 For what in weight a metall equals not 

In flux will never Es it, iow os T 

Hath Nature her ftri& Laws fo much forgot, 

To pleafe the fancies of thofe doting men : 
The pooreft Metallurgift knoweth well, 
Nought but metalline may with metals dwell. | ) 


21 Thisis the reafon that the feces crude 

In unripe metals, to their central part 

Are not united, there is none fo rude 

In Alchemy but knows that if by Art 
Thefe feces may be fevered, then "tis fure, 
That they diftin& are from the fubftance pure. 


22 What then? "tis thus, if thata fperm there be 


From whence ingredred may be animals 
E 3 And 


PER npe came metr re 


(60) 
And vegetables which were ftrange to fee, 
Yet could it not produce us minerals, 
The Reafon’s plain, for it fhould penetrate 
Yt felf ten times a metall to create. 


23 Since gold doth water fixteen times exceed 
Inf weight, aud water is the only food 
That doth encreafe the vegetable feed, 
And Animals hence grow, nor is in wood 
And flefh much difference in weight, and yet 
One fperm will neyer either ftreight beget. 


24 Thongh in the general there doth appear 

In matter more remote affinity, 

Hence may a carkaffe caufe a Tree to bear 

Ics fruit (if dung'd therewith) abundantly, 
And fruit and corn do living creatures feed, 
Which doth from fome affinity proceed. 


25 But gold, or gems,or Stones,or fuch like things 
To man or beaft fo far remote from food 
Appear, they nought aflwage fierce hungers fling, 
For nourifhment they are in no wife good, 


This is becaufeithe diftance is fo great 
"Twixt thing arid thing;that they will never meet. 


26 Kot “twixt things which affimilated are 
By tran{mutation, there muft intercede 
Precedent likeneffe, elfe no mortal care 
Can caufe-an Union, thus metals feed ; 
š : ò 


| Of metals it inhabiting doth take 


Ce 
Of their own moifture, and not out of kinde, 


Confider this and weigh it in thy minde. 


27 Trae, Nature knows of water how to make 
A body metalline, when once the feed 


Occafion to work, yet “tis decreed, 
That Natures felf throughout her total race, 
Shall be confin’d unto her proper place. 


48 Thus humane feed in man alone refides, 
And fo of beaft the like isto be feen, 
Nay and moreover there's a Spirit guides 
Each thing according to its rule, fo even 
That nothing in its courfe may ftep afide, 
This fpirit eke a body groffe doth hide. 
ftrange 
29 Why feek you then blinde fools from fubjects 
To reap our fecret ftone of gold, which may 
To weight and fixity crude metals change, 
Think you this vertue doth lie hid in clay, 
In Nitre, Urine, Ordure, or in dew? 
Ceafe timely, and learn operations true. 


3o Gold then the fnbje& of onr Artalone, 
We mutt conclude, fince gold by it we feek, 
There’s not an Artift in this path hath gone 
But doth averte the fame, ahd reafon eke, 
Confirms their fentence, this the certain bafe 
Of all our fecretsis, thisis its place. 
B4 * 31 And 


(62) 
31 And now r'unfold the riddles of the wife, 
Who on this fubject-very ftrangely write, 
T fhal! not need fince many did devife, 
By all means for to hide (moved with fpight) 
The cruth which yet they promife to uufold, 
And fome knew nothing, yet to write were bold. 


32 Yet Morian a Noble Sonne of Art 
I muft confeffe, yet darkly did expreffe 
The truth, but did not with deceitful heart 
Delufions feign, yetin a hidden dreffe, 
His whole difcoucfe which Calid he difpos'd, 
Not minding all fhould therein be difclos'd. 


/33 Whereas the King he warned to defcend 
| Into himfelf the matter for to finde 

\ Of this our ftone; be only did intend 

| Thisto point out how kinde begetteth kinde, 
\ As then himfelf his likeneffe did beset, 


\ So gold'multt gold, this Law's to nature fet. 


3 € Yet God alone is only perfect, but 
Of that perfection no part can {pare 
Without embafing, whatfoe're is put 
To itin mixture can receive no fhare, 
Only it doth debate it for a time, 
Nor doth it ought above its bafeneffe clime, 


i | 35 One Reafonis that which I gave before, 
| Another is its Corporal ty, 


(63) 


By reafon of the fame itcan no more 


| Bur mix infufion confufedly, 


Both ftill retaining their own qualities 
Diftin&, although conjoyned to the eyes. 


36 Therefore he wifely addes, that fure unleffe 
He in a dunghill finde our fecret ftone, | 
Thar is, gold muft be brought to putredneffe | 
Compared to à dunghil, elfe chere's none 

By any work may perfect his defire 

Of fixing metals which do fly the fire. 


27 The Allegories which the Magi ufe 

By things well known hid fecrets to declare, \ 

He fondly doth their meaning much abufe j 

That them interprets literally, there are ( 
No men but only fools who madly dote ] 
Would hope to have a Horfe and buy a Goat. / 


38 But others though on ‘gold ihey ground their 
And (eek to have it rot and putrifie, (skill, 


Yer co gold vulgar they can have no will, 


| Butit reject, in words difdainfully, 


For all (fay they). do with one mouth conclude, 
That he who vulgar gold doth take is rude. 


39 For Authors all do with one mouth profeffe, 
Our gold from common differs very much, 

The one is dead, the other doth poffeffe, 

A vital fpirit, vulgar only fuch, 
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(64) 
Do choofe who erre from Natures trodden way, 44 
They therefore in their work needs go aftray. -ò | Coi 


[ 
4o But he who well confiders Natures Law, M 
Shall finde and gold is only one, y 
No other fübftance which the Sun ere faw 7 
With it may be compar"d, this is our ftone 
Which we digeft into an effence pure, |45 
That may both tinge and teach fire to endure, | po 
Thi 
41 For what is gold but of the metals all |To 
The pureft, fixedít, and of greateft weight, Y 
There is no metal ne yet mineral, EX 
That can be brought by any humane fleight | 
The properties of gold to fhew, but then 146 
*Tis real gold confeft by learned men. Pre 
Fer 
42 How then ? Ev'n thus, Gold is the noble feed, By 
Of this our Art which yet is ftreightly lockt, ] 
Thus is it dead, for itby Art doth eal ‘ 
To be unjofed, elfe they fhall be mockt 
Who work on gold which muft to water go, 47 
Before its active vertue it can fhow. Bu 


Th 

43 Obferve a grain of wheat in which doth lie | Th 

An active and-multiplicative might, 

Yet inthe Earth it mult be fown and die, 

And rotting país through dark corruptions night, | 
And can it not be truly called feed, | 48 
But corn on which both man and beaft may feed. | A 

f 44 Should 


d 


(65) 
44 Should a mad Husbandman his grain to fire 
| Commit and hope, from thence to reap a crop, 
Would any wonder if his fond defire, 
Should ffuitleffe prove,whofe madnefs for to ftop, 
Aman may fay and that without a lye, 
The grain is not that which doth multiply. 


45 For why each thing unto its difpofition 

Doth fitly anfwer with a fure effect, 

Thus operations change a things condition, 

To which an Artift fhould have due refpedt, 
Wheat ground to flower n'is feed, but of bread 
The matter for its vital force is dead. 


46 If malted it makes beer for bread unfit, 
Prepar'd for ftarch, to neither it doth ferve, . 
| Fermented gives good wine, or elfe if it 

| By fite calcined be,it then will fwerve 

| "From all the other operations nam’d, 
Yeelding a fixed falt, thus may be fram'd, 


| 47 A thoufand things and more o£ that which is 


| But one intire fübftance, whence tis clear, 


| 
| 
f, | 
} 
d. 
i 


That whofo doth right difpofition miffe, 

Though on the fubject right he work,yet nere 
The end he will attain which he propounds 
Becaufe he feeks on inconfiftent grounds. 


48 Apply thisto our purpofe, and fuppofe 


A man take gold and vulgar Mercury, 
: And. 


(66) 
And them Amalgam, this though fit for thofe 
Who labour to guild fuperficially, 
Yet ‘tis not of our Art the matter true, 
For we fuch difpofition do efchew. 


49 Or grant this mixture to digeft be fet 
In circulating heat, I well admit 
"Twill give precipitate, when all the fweat 
Of Mercury fhall be, but yet 
This differs from our hidden fecret ftone, 
To which this work was but a foolifh one. 


50 But when that gold with its humidity 

Is temper'd and within a fit glaffe clofed, 

And in due heat digefted, by and by 

It doth begin to act, for thus difpofed 

y. "Tis like to good feed into good ground caft, 


- Which will augment it felf in kinde at laft. 


51 Whatfhould I adde ? it is moft evident 
From Reafon and from Teftimonies eke, 
Our matter it is gold which muft be blent 


52 Thisthen in a due nekt mutt fetled be, 
And with due fire to motion inclin’d, 

«The fire immortal for to keep thou fee, 
Neither coo great nor fmall, and then I binde 


My 


sea yp 
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(67) 
My faith, and eke the credit of my name, 
That the fucceffe thy work fhall never blame. 


$3 Gold then is gold, if ftampt it's coyn, if fram'd 
In its due form becomes a Ring, or ifelfc 
Corroded with a water which is nam’d 
Chryfulca, which each vulgar Chemift fels, 
_ And then with Lye of Tartar made to fall 

To bottome, gives a powder which men call 


54 Gold Sclopetant, which fires with a touch, 

And thunders with a monftrous fearful crack, 

Rending by downward force, its might is fuch 

As fcarce may be beleev'd, this as a knack, 
Hath by the proof of many oft been found 
And divers other changes. 


55 So then as gold is ufed it i$ made 
Matter for one or for another end, 
Bat ours it is not, until by retrograde 
Motion to refolution it intend, 
Then isit our Sunne and our Marchafite 
Joyn'd with our Moon, our Cryftal Fountain 
(bright. 
56 As then each earth for each feed is not fit, 
Socach metalline water for our Art 
Is not to be defired, they who hit. © 
Qn our true water have the hidden part 
Of our rare ftone, which if they can efpoufe 
And with the Sun digeft, in its due houfe 
57 With 


(68) 
37 With a due fire, I may be bold to fay; 
That they may go to the Hefperian tree, 
And pluck its apples, thefe are fuch as may 
Advance gold corporal to fuch degree, 
"That it all metals which imperfect are; 
May enter, tinge, and fix to gold moft rare: 


$8. But of this Mercury if you defire 

The fécret for to learn, attend to mé, 

For this a water is which yet is fire, 

Which bodies conquers from their fixt degree, 
And makes them fly much like a fpirit pure, . 
This after fixing all flame to endure. 


59 This water it doth flow from fourfold fpring, | 
Which is but shree, which two, and which but one, 


This is the only bath to bathe our King, 

‘This is our Maydew, this our flying ftone, 
Our Bird of Hermes in the mountains flying, 
And without voice or note is alwaies crying. 


60 "Tis Satwyns off-spring who a well doth keep, 
In which canfe Mars for to be drowned, then 
Let Saturn in this Well behold his face, 


Which will feém frefh, and yong,and tender when | 


The fouls of both are thus together blended 
For each by other need to be amended; 


61 Then fo, a Star into this Well fhall fall, 
And with its uftroüs raies the eacth will hine, 


Let 


ZSA 
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Look. “hecho 


"This is the Serpent which fhall fee devour 


(69) 
Let Venu adde her influeüce withall, i 
For fhe is Nurfe of this our ftone divine, Meus 

. The bond of all Cryftalline Mercury, 

Thisis the Spring in which our Sun muft die. 


62 This is ous Lunar juyce, this is our Moon, 
This is th’Hefperian garden, happy they 
Who know it to prepare, for they eftfoon 
May climbe the Mountain tops whereever day 
Darkneffe doth banifh and obfcurity, 
Of which the Art you fhall hear by and by. 


63Take thou that fubftance which is Saturns childe 


Cadmus with his companions, though defil’d 

It be, yet thou fhalt with a gentle fhowr 
Wath off its blackneffe till the Moon appear, 
Shining moft bright, know then the day ts near. 


64 A carkaffe thou fhalt fee anatomized, 

Which is our Toad in muddy places feeding, 

Moft venemous, of us yet highly prized, 

This caufe to lofe its venome, which by bleeding 
May be attain’d, the bloud preferve with care, 
Thave difclofed all that here I dare, 


65 Let {even Eagles carry this aloft, 
For air with air will eafily afcend, 
And to the Barth let it'defcend as oft, 
For Earth to it its influence muft lend ¢ 
Remove 


70) 
Remove the feces with a gentle fire, 
And lo the fubftance we fo much defire, 


66 Thisisa water fhining very bright, j 
Mix this with So/ in due proportion, next í 
To learn the due heat fail not, then chy fight i 
Shall teach tbe-reft the Lion being vext 
Shall with the Eagles make a blondy fight, 
And all häll end in'a moft difmall night. 


67 But oh beware impatience do not caufe 
Thee; though anitch of minde for to be bold, 
In this thy work to tranfgreffe Natures Laws, y 
Forio man fooner erres through heat or cold, Y 
Then he who through impatience of minde, 
Cannot expect its time which he would finde. 


68 Move not thy glaffe ne open, elfe thou wilt 

Endamage nay deftroy thy work, befide 

Encrea(e not fire rathly, left that fpilt 

Thy work thou fee; there’s nothing all the Tide 
That this thy work doth ftand, fo much of fear, | 
As too much fire one hour will coft thee dear. 


69. The practique part (if this accepted prove; ^ 
And finde its welcome as it doth deferve,) d 
Shall follow in three Books, which J for Jove, | 
And for defire the Studious to ferve | 
Shall after publifh: This for prefent take; 
Reade and accept it for the givers fake. H 


Sic Explicit pars prima T heorica, 


